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Key messages 

1. Food security and climate action are intrinsically linked: The agriculture sector plays a fundamentally 

important role in ensuring food security. Agricultural climate action is central to this effort and must aim at 

delivering the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs 2 and 13), and the objectives of the Paris Agreement 

(in particular Article 2.1 b), including through countries’ nationally-determined contributions (NDCs). 

2. Near- and long-term actions needed: Meeting the Paris Agreement goal of keeping warming below 2 

degrees Celsius is only possible if all sectors contribute. The agriculture sector must engage and undertake 

necessary changes to food systems. Immediate action will additionally improve climate conditions for 

agriculture and livelihoods, especially in the case of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs) such as black 

carbon from open burning and agricultural methane emissions. Solutions exist to reduce these emissions in 

ways that do not threaten food production. Quick results are possible if these solutions are implemented 

now, given that they target reductions of emissions that are short-lived in the atmosphere: black carbon for 

a few days and methane for 10-15 years. 

3. Climate action in and for the agricultural sector: While climate change affects countries’ agricultural 

systems, the agriculture sector also contributes to climate change – and this is reflected in the 120 

nationally-determined contributions (NDCs) submitted to the UNFCCC where the agricultural sector 

features prominently in both adaptation and mitigation actions.  

4. Global partnerships/initiatives are complementary: Although various agricultural climate action initiatives 

exist, many are complementary. Across these initiatives there is focus on research and innovation, policy 

and practice implementation, and provision of technical support and capacity building. CCAC, GRA and FAO 

are good examples of initiatives/organisations that also engage regional and global non-state actors (e.g. 

CGIAR). By working together, these initiatives can pool resources to achieve economies of scale.   

5. Country-led agricultural climate action is critical: for example, by catalysing behavioural changes in 

farmers, consumers and producers of food. To kick-start action, countries will need to develop national 

plans through an all of government approach, engaging many sectors and stakeholders, and paving the way 

together with Ministries of agriculture, environment/climate change, foreign affairs, and development to, 

above all, create the policy and market conditions for farmers and agribusinesses to respond appropriately.  

6. Examples of country action: 

a. Uruguay: About 50% of emissions from Uruguay’s agricultural sector are from enteric fermentation: 

with a cattle herd of approximately 12 million with beef becoming the main export commodity of 

the country. Through work with the CCAC, GRA and FAO, Uruguay is developing tools to increase 
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capacity at national level, and to reach 30-35% improved productivity while reducing emissions, 

whilst having a certified production. 

b. Germany: The NDC Partnership, initiated by Germany, brings together a coalition of countries and 

organizations that strive to mobilize financial and technical support to developing countries in order 

to facilitate their efforts to put the Paris Agreement into action. A thematic working group on 

agriculture, food security and land use was recently launched with the overall aim to support the 

implementation of NDCs in those fields by building countries’ capacity through a peer to peer 

network.  

c. Ghana: 80-85% of the agriculture sector is smallholder farmers, producing crops such as maize, 

cassava, plantain, pineapple, etc. The government works with FAO, GRA and CCAC on building and 

implementing national plans to improve production through climate-smart agriculture. 

d. France: A “Climate Action Plan” was announced by the French government that aims at speeding up 

the implementation of the Paris Agreement. All actors must be mobilized globally to act against 

climate change and in particular to support the efforts of developing countries in adopting efficient 

solutions. Partnerships and initiatives, such as 4 per 1000, Central African Forest Initiative (CAFI), 

Climate Risk Early and Warning System (CREWS), are essential to attain that goal. 

e. Japan: Japan is engaged in climate change policies through adaptation and mitigation measures 

including soil carbon sequestration and alternate wetting and drying of paddy rice. It is an active 

contributor to GRA and the upcoming Chair of the 7th GRA Council Meeting. Japan is also promoting 

international agricultural research cooperation for climate change, which follows up on the G7 

Niigata Declaration of 2016 and a side event during COP22 along with G7 countries, and GRA, 

GACSA, 4 per 1000 initiative, GSP, FAO and CGIAR.  

7. Partnerships help build the evidence base, and mobilise groups of countries to take action – there is a 

strong willingness to work together and for each initiative and organisation to play its part. GRA will 

continue to enhance research; the CCAC will provide a platform for countries to take action and share best 

practices; the NDC Partnership will help countries access the resources they need by connecting them with 

existing support; and the FAO, through its recently adopted Strategy on Climate Change, will support 

countries to take action. 

Country follow-up actions: 

1. Join & engage in the initiatives: CCAC, GRA, NDC Partnership, 4 per 1000, Global Alliance for Climate-Smart 

Agriculture 

2. Engage through the CCAC on voluntary commitments on agricultural climate action (related to enteric 

fermentation, paddy rice, manure management and open burning) to be announced at the Coalition’s next 

ministerial High Level Assembly on the margins of COP23  


